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SUBJECT: ICFTU ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 693 

1 . THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS 
(ICFTU) WILL PURSUE ITS CONCERN OVER HUMAN RIGHTS IN CZECHO- 
SLOVAKIA, OTTO KERSTEN, ICFTU GENERAL SECRETARY, TOLD A 
GROUP OF BRUSSELS-BASED LABOR ATTACHES MARCH 15. HE MADE 
THIS STATEMENT IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION ABOUT WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING WITH THE COMPLAINT THE ICFTU HAD ANNOUNCED IT 
WOULD FILE AGAINST CZECHOSLOVAKIA (SEE REFTEL). 

2. KERSTEN TURNED TO THE NO. 2 MAN IN THE ICFTU SECRE- 
TARIAT, JOHN VANDERVEKEN, TO PROVIDE AN EXPALNATION ON 
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WHAT THEY BOTH CALLED A COMPLICATED ISSUE. VANDERVEKEN 
SAID THAT THE ICFTU HAD FILED A "REPRSENTATION" ON 
CZECHOLSLOVAKIA, BUT HAD ASKED THAT ACTION ON IT SHOULD 
BE SUSPENDED FOR THE TIME BEING. 

3. THE REASON, ACCORDING TO VANDERVEKEN, WAS THAT 
PRESSIGNG ITS COMPLAINT AT THIS TIME WOULD HAVE 
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CAUSED A "BEUREAUCRATIC BLOCKING" OF A MORE THOROUGHLY 
DOCMENTED CASE AGAINST CZECHOSLAOVAKIA CONTAINED IN 
A REPORT TO BE PRESENTED TO THE COMMITTEE ON APPLICA- 
TIONS OF CONVENTIONS AT THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
CONFERENCE THIS JUNE. THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE, 
VANDERVEKEN SAID, THAT THE COMMITTEE WILL REPRIMAND 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA BY PUTTING IT ON THE ILO "SPECIAL 
LIST" (FORMERLY CALLED ITS BLACKLIST), AND THE 
ICFTU, IN CONSULTATION WITH OTHERS, INCLUDING THE 
AFL-CIO'S IRVING BROWN, THEREFORE DECIDED TO HOLD 
ITS OWN COMPLAINT IN ABEYANCE RATHER THAN RISK DELAY- 
ING ACTION ON THE REPORT TO THE ILO CONFERENCE. 

4. ON LABOR ATTACHE SAID HE HAD HEARD REPORTS OF 
A "DEAL” WITH THE RUSSIANS, SINCE THE WORLD FEDER- 
ATION OF TRADE UNIONS (WFTU) HAD REQUESTED THE ILO 
TO SUSPEND ACTION ON A COMPLAINT OFITS OWN AGAINST 
THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY FOR ALLEGED POLITICAL DIS 
CRIMINATION IN HIRING. KERSTEN AND VANDERVEKEN SAID 
THAT THEY DID NOT KNOW WHAT PROMPTED THE WFTU'S 
SECOND THOUGHTS, BUT EMPHASIZED THAT NO DEAL HAD BEEN 
MADE.HINTON 
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